
Verse 81. The Wise Are Steadfast

Just as a mighty boulder
stirs not with the wind,
so the wise are never moved
either by praise or blame.

Explanation: The wise remain unmoved and unruffled both by praise and humiliation. The wise remain unshaken under all vicissitudes of life, like the solid rock that withstands the buffetings of wind, unmoved. 

http://www.buddhanet.net/dhammapada/d_wise.htm
Dhammapada 81 (The wise are steadfast)

	Selo     yatha        ekaghano       

Rock    just like   a solid

 (liberated persons)
	Just like a mighty boulder

	Vatena           na samirati 

By the wind   is not shaken  
	Stirs not the wind

	Evam                    ninda pasamsasu 

In the same way   both in praise and blame 
	So the wise are never moved

	Na saminjati                pandita 

Remained unmoved   the wise ones  
	Either by praise or blame


*Both in praise and blame the wise are unshaken like a rock in the wind

Explanation

The wise remained unmoved and unruffled both by praise and humiliation.  The wise remain unshaken under all vicissitudes of life, like the rock that withstands the buffetings of wind, unmoved.

Commentary

The ordinary people tend to be shaken by the changing vicissitudes of life.  When things go wrong, they are depressed. When things go well, they are elated.  The wise are unshaken, whatever the fortune they face.  

In general people face the eight vicissitudes of life (attha loka dhamma):

1. Labha – gain

2. Alabha – loss

3. Ayaso – neglect

4. Yaso – attention

5. Ninda – humiliation

6. Pasamsa – praise

7. Sukha – pleasure

8. Dukha - pain

	Labho  alabho  ayaso         yasca

Gain     loss    neglect and attention 

	Ninda  pasansa,  sukham ca     dukkham  

Insult  praise     pleasure and  pain 

	Ete      annica    manujesu dhamma 

These unstable human experiences 

	Asassati  viparinama dhamma  

Are transient changing vicissitudes of life


The story of Venerable Lakuntaka (dwarf) Bhaddiya
Venerable Lakuntaka Bhaddiya was a short, very good-natured monk (result of past kamma) at the Jetavana Monastery, but was gifted with a melodious voice (like the Himalayan nightingale..  Even young monks teased him by pulling his nose or ear, or patting him on his head.  Often they jokingly asked, “Uncle, how are you?  Are you happy or bored with your life here as a monk?”   Lakuntaka never retaliated in anger, or abused them.  

When told about the patience of Lakuntaka, the Buddha said, “An arahant never loses his temper, he has no desire to speak harshly or to think ill of others.  He is like a mountain of solid rock, as a solid rock he is unshaken, so also, an arahant is unperturbed by scorn or praise.”
Dhammapada 81 (The wise are steadfast)

	Selo     yatha        …………………

Rock    just like   a solid

 (liberated persons)
	Just like a mighty boulder

	Vatena           na         ……………..

By the wind   is not    shaken  
	Stirs not the wind

	Evam                    ………………………….

In the same way   both in praise and blame 
	So the wise are never moved

	Na saminjati                …………….

Remained unmoved   the wise ones  
	Either by praise or blame


*Both in praise and blame   …………………………………………………………….

Explanation

The wise remained …………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………….…………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………….

Commentary

The ordinary people tend to ………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

	Labho  alabho  ayaso         yasca

Gain     loss    neglect and attention 

	Ninda  pasansa,  sukham ca     dukkham  

Insult  praise     pleasure and  pain 

	Ete      annica    manujesu dhamma 

These unstable human experiences 

	Asassati  viparinama dhamma  

Are transient changing vicissitudes of life


The story of Venerable Lakuntaka (dwarf) Bhaddiya
Venerable Lakuntaka Bhaddiya was a short, very good-natured monk (result of past kamma) at the Jetavana Monastery, but was gifted ………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

When told about the patience of Lakuntaka, the Buddha said, “An arahant never loses his temper, he has no desire to speak harshly or to think ill of others.  He is like a mountain of solid rock, as a solid rock he is unshaken, so also, an arahant is unperturbed by scorn or praise.”
